
2007 Building Bridges Conference to Focus on Student Achievement
Registration is now open for the 2007 Building Bridges Conference to be held 

November 11-13 at the Tan-Tar-A Resort, Osage Beach, Mo.  Sponsored by the Division of 
Career Education, this popular conference is known to educators throughout Missouri as an 
opportunity for high-quality professional development focused on career development, the 
A+ Schools Program, High Schools That Work and related initiatives, Technology Centers 
That Work and Making Middle Grades Work.  It also provides integration of academic and 
career-technical instruction, postsecondary transitions, and instructional practices that promote 
rigorous and relevant studies. 

Keynote speakers for this year’s conference are Dr. Gene Bottoms, Senior Vice-President for the Southern Regional 
Education Board (SREB), and Dr. Willard Daggett, President of the International Center for Leadership in Education.  Special 
limited-availability for SREB-led sessions will be offered on “The Power of I,” CTE/mathematics integration, development 
of a transitional course for those students entering the ninth grade without the skills necessary to successfully take college 
preparatory level communication arts, and development of a “catch-up” course for seniors who would have to take remedial 
mathematics upon entry into postsecondary education.

To register for the Building Bridges Conference, visit the Missouri Center for Career Education Web site at www.mcce.
org.  Registrations made after October 23 will include a late fee.

Education and Career Planning Gets a Boost
With Missouri Connections Web Site

The Department’s Internet-based educational and career 
planning tool continues to impact thousands of Missouri students.  
Formerly known as Kuder®, the enhanced Web site is now 
Missouri Connections (www.missouriconnections.org).  Over 
500,000 users have registered on the site since it opened in the 
2003-2004 academic year.

The updated and enhanced Missouri Connections is an expan-
sion of the Missouri College and Career Planning System (CCPS) 
for middle school and high school students.  It is designed to 
ensure that students across the state have access to the educational, 
postsecondary, and career planning resources necessary to prepare 
them for a lifetime of success.  Schools, students, and parents use 
the system free of charge. 

The system supports highly personalized career exploration 
and educational planning by students in grades 6-14 through user 

completion of research-based assessments that help 
participants understand what they like to do, what 
they could be good at doing, and the kind of career 
options they prefer.  Nearly 150,000 students took 
the Kuder® assessments last year.

The new design and features, developed 
by Dr. JoAnn Bowlsby, the Kuder® team, and the 
department’s Division of Career Education, were 
pilot-tested at several schools last fall and launched 
statewide in February 2007.  Interactive features, 
content, and tools are organized by the 6 career 
paths and 16 career clusters.

The system has been designed to promote 
shared communication and collaboration between 
all relevant stakeholders in the future of Missouri.  
The system allows parents and/or guardians to play 
an active role in the educational and career planning 
of their children by providing them with a virtual 
tour of the key system resources as well as access, 

with user permission, to their child’s portfolio where they can 
view assessment results, education plans, and items saved as 
favorites, such as careers, postsecondary schools and majors, 
and scholarships.

By using the system, educators and administrators across 
the state will be able to make informed real-time educational 
program decisions.  Using the database management reports, 
educators will be able to use data to improve individual career 
counseling, guide course selection and postsecondary deci-
sions, and assist in curriculum planning and program develop-
ment.
 Missouri field trainer John Michael spent the year travel-
ing throughout the state administering on-site training, con-
ducting presentations, and attending conferences.

The site is continuing its development to serve all students 
(grades 6-14) and is working toward expanding to adults in the 
coming year.  For more information about Missouri Connec-
tions, visit www.dese.mo.gov/divcareered/missouriconnections.
htm.

Deadline 2:00 p.m., September 21, 2007 

21st Century Community Learning Center 
Afterschool Program Issues Amended IFB 

The Community Education Section has reopened the 
Invitation for Bid (IFB) for the 21st Century Community 
Learning Center (21st CCLC) Afterschool Program for 
the 2007-2008 school year.  An amended IFB was posted 
to the Web, August 23.  The amended IFB form must be 
submitted to the Department 
for consideration in this 
competition. 

The 21st CCLCs provide 
opportunities for academic 
enrichment during non-school 
hours (before-school, after-
school, and summer) in a 
community learning center 
environment. 

Since 1997, the federal 21st CCLC grants program has 
provided funding for after-school programs.  The program 
allocated nearly $14 million for Missouri after-school 
programs during the last fiscal year.  Nationally, the program 
provides $1 billion to support state after-school programs, 
which are important to No Child Left Behind. 

Applicants must direct all inquiries to the contact person 
indicated on page one of the IFB. 

A copy of the amended bid is available on the 
Department’s Web site at www.dese.mo.gov/divcareered/ 
grants.htm#afterschool or a copy may by obtained by 
contacting Kim Wolf at 573-522-2627. 

�Literacy, Key to Good Health and Well-Being� 
Theme of 2007 International Literacy Day 

September 8 is an occasion to give hope to the millions 
of women, men and children who cannot read or write even 
their own names. International Literacy Day is a timely 
reminder to the world about the importance of literacy for 
individuals, families, communities, and whole societies. 

“Literacy, key to good health and well-being” is the 
theme of International Literacy Day 2007. The official 
celebration is taking place in Bamako, Mali at the African 
Regional Conference in Support of Global Literacy, held 
from September 10-12, 2007. 

In 1965, the United Nations Educational, Scientifi c, and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) designated September 8 as 
International Literacy Day.  Each year, the UNESCO Secre­
tary-General issues a statement, and four prizes are awarded. 
Local organizations often plan their own celebrations. 

Literacy in the United States is measured by the U.S. 
Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics. A new report, Adult Literacy in Missouri, Results 
from the 2003 State Assessment of Adult Literacy (SAAL), 
was released in mid-March. To view the report, go to 
www.air.org/naal. 

Submission Deadline November 1 
for Perkins III Accountability Data 

This is the final year for Perkins III accountability data. It 
is to be submitted by local grant recipients by November 1. The 
Department’s electronic system should be open for data submission 
on October 1. 

Career and Technical Education programs are entering a 
new era with Perkins IV, said Administration and Accountability 
Services Director Don Walker.  He notes the data will look very 
different as the definitions are changing, as well as several of the 
performance indicators. 

The potential for the new Missouri Student Information System 
(MOSIS) and data uploading for the 2008 reporting year should 
improve data quality and efficiency, he says.  The student-level 
record system is designed to reduce the data burden on local schools 
and districts. When fully implemented, MOSIS will help school 
districts maintain more accurate information and manage student 
data more effi ciently. 

Career Education Programs
 
Readying for Perkins IV
 

November 15 is the deadline for local education agencies 
(LEAs) to notify the Division of Career Education how they 
plan to participate in the career education program reauthorized 
by the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education 
Improvement Act of 2006, also known as Perkins IV. 

Correspondence from the Division of Career Education to 
be sent to secondary and postsecondary schools the fi rst week 
of September outlines the criteria to qualify for Perkins IV 
funding and options available to participate. LEAs will need to 
determine whether 1) to participate as a stand-alone fi scal agent, 
2) to enter into a consortium, or 3) to not take an allocation. 

The Perkins IV program authorizes the legislation through 
Fiscal Year 2013.  The federal program represents one of the 
largest investments in our nation’s high schools and is a key 
component of our secondary and postsecondary education sys­
tems. Missouri receives more than $23 million in federal dollars 
each year for Career and Technical Education. 

For secondary schools, the funding formula is based on 
the number of individuals served ages 5-17 who reside in 
the school district. The formula also considers how many 
individuals are from families below the poverty level. Funding 
for postsecondary schools is based on the number of individuals 
enrolled in approved career education programs that were 
Federal Pell Grant recipients and were recipients of assistance 
from the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

The funding criteria is the same as it was for the Perkins III 
program, said Sandy Withers, Supervisor of Career Education 
Finance. In general, the criteria requires an LEA to generate 
a minimum allocation ($15,000 secondary and $50,000 post­
secondary) and have career education programs of sufficient 
size, scope, and quality.  If an LEA does not meet the minimum 
criteria, it can choose to enter into a consortium. 

The Division of Career Education will notify each LEA
 
around January 1, 2008, of its Perkins IV consortium structure.
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Upcoming Events:
Sept. 8 International Literacy Day
Sept. 26-28 Adult Education & Literacy 

Directors Conference
Lake Ozark, MO

Oct. 7-13 National DECA Week
Oct. 18 Lights On Afterschool! Day
Nov. 11-13 Building Bridges Conference

Osage Beach, MO
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Lebanon FCS Teacher Named Missouri Teacher of the Year Finalist
Missouri Career Education congratulates Ronna Ford, MEd, a Family and Consumer Science teacher 

from Lebanon Technology and Career Center.  She was recently seleted by state education officials as one of 
fi ve finalists in the 2007-2008 Missouri Teacher of the Year program.  the finalists were chosen by a nine-
member selection committee appointed by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Eduction.

Eric Langhorst, Liberty School District, was named Teacher of the Year.  The other finalists are Sue 
Haugen, Jefferson City Public Schools; Kristin Jackson, Harrisonville School District; Nicole “Cole” Ratner, 
Hazelwood School District; and Nancy Smith, Rockwood School District.

Ford is an exceptional educator and has taught at Lebanon since 1983, building its FACS program into a 
state-of-the-art department through ambitious grant writing, curriculum writing, tireless lobbying, achieve-
ment of extra certifications, along with an entrepreneurial spirit toward developing programs that help her 
students. 

Two new occupational avenues for Lebanon FACS students 
include a ProStartTM Culinary Certificate and a Child Develop-
ment Associate Certificate, as well as dual credit and articulated 
credit opportunities.  Serving as chapter advisor for FCCLA, 
she infuses a heavy dose of community involvement in her 
programs, putting theoretical discussions into context.

Ford was an original member of the Missouri Family and 
Consumer Sciences Teacher Leader Cadre established in 1997. 
This group of teachers devoted a minimum of four days each 
year for three years to make an in-depth study of using critical 
thinking/practical reasoning in the instruction and assessment 
of FACS content.  She continues to serve as a peer educator, 
presenting workshops, and serving as an instructional mentor.

In addition to being a dedicated educator in the classroom, 
Ford serves in numerous leadership positions at local, state, and 
national levels.  She has been recognized for her contributions 
in many areas, such as state and national awards for excellence 
with the ProStartTM program in 2005.  She recently completed 
a term as President of the Missouri Association for Career 
and Technical Education.  She also chairs the national ACTE 
Bylaws Committee and chairs the Legislative Committee for 
the National Association for Teachers of Family and Consumer 
Science.

For more information about the state recognition program, 
visit www.dese.mo.gov/commissioner/awards/TOY/index.html.

ACTE Announces National PSA Contest 
for February Career & Technical Education Month

The Association for Career and Technical Education 
announces its first CTE Month Public Service Announcement 
(PSA) Contest.  Secondary and postsecondary students in CTE-
related film, video, and production classes are invited to submit 
video PSAs designed to celebrate and promote CTE Month 
during February 2008.
 See www.acteonline.org/contest/videocontest.cfm for contest 

requirements and copies of copyright 
assignment and release forms.  The contest 
requires students to incorporate CTE 
Month’s logo and theme in the 30-second 
video PSA and highlight the importance of 
Career and Technical Education.

ACTE will announce the winners 
during its annual convention, December 
13-15 in Las Vegas, Nev. The fi rst place 

student(s) will receive a $750 prize and one copy of Apple’s Fi-
nal Cut Studio 2, a professional video-editing suite.  The second 
place prize is one copy of the Final Cut Studio 2.

Deadline to submit entries to ACTE is 5:00 p.m. EST, 
November 15.  For more information, contact onlinemedia@
acteonline.org.

Ronna Ford, MEd

Missouri FBLA Students Capture Honors 
at National Competitive Events 

An exceptional year for Missouri FBLA culminated with the 
National Leadership Conference in Chicago, June 28-July 1. At 
that event, approximately 69 FBLA chapters were represented 
with more than 130 business students participating in competi­
tive events. Missouri placed third in the nation in total number of 
medals received. Missouri students and the Jackson High School 
chapter shared in nearly $4,000 in cash awards. 

Missouri FBLA also is honored to be represented at the 
national level by Michael Miller who is currently serving as the 
National FBLA Treasurer.  Miller is a senior at Carl Junction 
High School. 

In 2006-2007 Missouri FBLA had over 15,000 members, an 
increase of nearly three percent from the previous year.  Missouri 
is second only to Georgia for total membership, and this year the 
State Officer Team has set a goal to continue increasing member­
ship. 

Missouri Student Projects Receive 
National Youth Traffic Safety Awards 

Eight Missouri student safety projects were selected this 
summer to receive a $1,000 grant and an award plaque for the 
2007 National Youth Traffic Safety Month Awards.  Winners were 
selected by a panel of National Organizations for Youth Safety 
evaluators. Missouri winners included three FCCLA projects. 

Connie Hoffman 
Trenton High School FCCLA 
Project:  Project Prom 
Beverly Plymell 
Keytesville Senior High FCCLA 
Project:  Buckle Up Challenge & Docudrama 
LeeAnn Tomlinson 
Lutie R-VI School FCCLA 
Project:  Seat Belt Safety Week 

Other Missouri winners were: 

Kyle Ali 
University of Missouri-Columbia 
Project:  Sign For Safety.Org 
Gene Chavez 
Northeast High School 
Project:  Series of Workshops Using the HBO Documentary 
Film: SMASHED! 
Amanda and Lauren Cornish 
Project:  www.myspace.com/t_a_c_d 
Brenda Shrout 
Fort Osage High School 
Project:  Docudrama and Funeral 
Dargan Wilistine 
Kansas City Missouri School District 
Project:  Zero Tolerance for Underage Drinking and Driving 
Retreat 2007 Camp New Hope 
The awards were sponsored by Allstate Insurance Company. 

From left are Amy Christen, Cisco; Lisa Oyler, Kinzie Doll, and Jeff 
Banhart, Summit Technology Academy 

Academy Student Receives 
National Cisco Award 

Kinzie Doll, a 2007 graduate of Blue Springs High School 
and a student at Summit Technology Academy, recently received 
a national award from the Cisco Networking Academy. She is one 
of just four students in the nation to receive the award. Her award 
recognizes achievement in the area of career development and the 
pursuit of additional education. 

Doll attended Summit Technology Academy in Lee’s Summit 
during her junior and senior years of high school. Summit Tech is a 
secondary school located within the Summit Technology Campus. 
The school prepares students to enter the workforce in technology 
fields or attend college in high-tech areas. It is operated by the 
Lee’s Summit R-VII School District and also enrolls students from 
area high schools through a cooperative effort. 

Doll was nominated by Summit Technology Academy 
teachers Jeff Banhart and Lisa Oyler. Also attending the awards 
ceremony, August 3, was Dr. Nancy Headrick, Missouri assistant 
commissioner of career education. 

During her time at Summit Technology Academy, Doll 
completed the Cisco Certified Network associate, CompTIA A+ 
and I-Net+ certifications. She earned 34 dual-credit college hours 
while at the academy and earned a scholarship to Metropolitan 
Community Colleges. She worked as a summer intern with the 
Liberty Public School District’s technology department. 

Doll has received awards at district, state, and national 
SkillsUSA competitions, and captured first place at state and fifth 
in nationals in the internetworking competition. 

Article reprinted courtesy of Lee’s Summit Tribune 
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