PD CREDIT FOR COLLEGE COURSE(S)

Currently, the DESE Teacher Certification Section office designates that 1 college credit hour equals 15 professional development (PD) hours.  It is the policy of the DESE AEL Section office to restrict this PD credit assignment for its teachers to AEL-applicable college courses that:

-  apply to AEL programs, services and clientele 

-  improve the quality or efficiency of AEL classroom instruction  

-  improve the management of AEL resources  

-  improve AEL programs’ ability to recruit and hold students

-  improve the productivity of an AEL employee, etc. 

It is the responsibility of the local program director to determine if a desired college course meets these standards, that the AEL teacher completed the course successfully, and to report the determined PD credits earned to the DESE Teacher Certification office.  

This policy includes the requirement of local programs utilizing this option to submit a Request for PD Approval Form to DESE, maintain documentation of the course title/description, the course syllabus, and record of successful completion for a period of not less than 5 years.  This documentation will be examined as a routine element of the DESE CQI program review process.  
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