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Division of School Improvement

Subject:
FY10 eMINTS-METS School Grants Program Request for Proposal
The Department plans to accept competitive grant applications for the FY10 eMINTS-METS School Grants Program. If fully funded, the intent of the program is to establish 12 school-wide implementations of the eMINTS instructional model in classrooms using NSF-supported curriculum. Prospective applicants must focus attention on mathematics and/or science and commit to fulfilling all requirements of the two-year Comprehensive eMINTS professional development program. Note that these one-year grant awards will be made contingent upon Missouri receiving the state funding.  

This cover letter and attached Program Quick Facts document address basic questions and information about the FY10 eMINTS-METS School Grants Program. Please share this information with appropriate members of your staff. Additional information about the grant program, such as the administrative manual, application forms, and workshop information, are posted on the Instructional Technology website at: http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/instrtech/. 
What is the eMINTS-METS School Grants Program and what is its funding outlook for FY10? 

The intent of the FY10 eMINTS-METS School Grants Program is to support schools in creating school-wide reform efforts that focus on mathematics, science, and technology to improve instruction and student achievement. While the appropriation for grant-year 2009-10 has not yet been passed, the Department anticipates sufficient funding to support 12 school-wide grants. 

eMINTS (enhancing Missouri's Instructional Networked Teaching Strategies) program instructional model is a set of research-based strategies grounded in constructivist theory. The model supports teachers in integrating technology and best teaching practices to create a learning community where teachers and students explore and create knowledge together using a variety of resources. Teachers facilitate student learning through the use of essential questions that stimulate thinking, build curiosity, create connections, and generate long lasting knowledge through issues that matter to students. 

Teachers in schools receiving grant funds will participate in either the Comprehensive eMINTS or the eMINTS4All professional development programs. The two-year Comprehensive eMINTS professional development program helps teachers realize the power of technology and instructional strategies grounded in constructivism to transform teaching and learning. The two-
year eMINTS4All program helps teachers in other classrooms extend the eMINTS instructional model throughout the school. eMINTS4All classrooms are implemented only in schools where Comprehensive eMINTS classrooms are already established or are also being implemented. For more information about eMINTS, visit: http://www.emints.org/. 
The proposed school-wide implementation model should promote interdisciplinary instruction, identifying one primary focus area (mathematics or science) and one complementary core subject area (mathematics, science, language arts, or social studies). Teachers participating in the Comprehensive eMINTS professional development – particularly in middle, junior, and high schools – must teach the primary focus subject. Teachers in the eMINTS4All program may teach in the complementary subject area.

Grant funds are intended to be used to equip classrooms with the technology resources needed for eMINTS Comprehensive or eMINTS4All professional development and implementation. Teacher and classroom technology resources must meet the technical and ratio specifications established by the eMINTS National Center for specific professional development programs. 

Who is eligible to apply for a competitive eMINTS-METS school grant?
All Missouri school districts, including Charter LEAs, are eligible to apply. However, a district or charter may only apply for one eMINTS-METS grant that focuses on only one building or grade span: elementary, middle/junior high, or high school. 

What is the funding period for the grant program? 
Grants will be awarded for one year: July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010. However, districts and teachers must commit to both years of their two-year professional development programs, program evaluation requirements, and successful implementation of the curriculum/instruction models.
How will program funds be distributed? 
To ensure equitable participation, program funding will be allocated to four geographic regions (quadrants) of the state and to the three building types (grade spans). Districts will be competing only with districts in their geographic areas and grade spans. A map and listing of the districts residing within each quadrant are provided in the administrative manual and posted on the program website. 

How many grants will be awarded? Is there a maximum amount that may be awarded?
The intent is to fund one elementary, one middle/junior high, and one high school grant in each quadrant, totaling 12 eMINTS grants statewide. Awards will not exceed the maximum amounts listed below. The total number of grants awarded is dependent on the final appropriation and the budget amounts requested by approved applications.

	The maximum award amounts:
	Elementary
	$184,000

	
	Middle/Junior High
	$282,000

	
	High 
	$282,000


Is there a district match requirement?
Yes. Districts are required to provide a local match equal to at least thirty percent (30%) of the overall costs associated with their two-year implementation models. As a guiding rule, a district providing a match of around 15 percent of eMINTS costs in year one, plus all the necessary costs associated with the second year of professional development, should meet the overall 30 percent match requirement.
When and how do districts apply for competitive eMINTS-METS School grants?  

Applications are due March 31. The original application, containing original signatures, plus two copies must be submitted to DESE Instructional Technology Office, PO Box 480, Jefferson City, 65102-0480. Applications submitted via mail must be postmarked no later than March 31. Applications may be hand-delivered to the Instructional Technology Office – located on the 8th floor of the Jefferson Building, 205 Jefferson Street – through 4:00 PM on March 31.

When will the grant awards be announced?  
Grant awards will be based on total scores that include a narrative score and need points (see administrative manual for details). The Department expects to assign need points by April 20, review the grant narratives April 20-23, and announce applicants receiving tentative approval in mid- to late-May. Following notification of tentative grant awards, DESE and METS program staffs will review the applications and work with districts to finalize equipment and software purchase plans to ensure all required matching costs have been budgeted.   

How can districts learn more about the eMINTS-METS Schools Grants Program?

The administrative manual, containing program guidelines, application forms and instructions, and FAQ, can be downloaded from the Instructional Technology website at http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/instrtech/. 

A program information workshop, co-hosted by Instructional Technology and eMINTS, will be offered on February 27, 2009, in the Capitol Plaza Hotel and Convention Center, 415 West McCarty Street, Jefferson City, Missouri. Look for workshop details to be posted on the website. 

Grant writing technical assistance is available by request. For technical information about the eMINTS-METS grant program, contact Instructional Technology staff at 573-751-8247 or instrtech@dese.mo.gov. For information about the eMINTS professional development programs, contact eMINTS National Center Staff at 573-884-7202 or emints-info@emints.org.

eMINTS-METS SCHOOL GRANTS PROGRAM

FY10 Program Quick Facts

	Program Purpose
	To establish 12 school-wide implementations of the eMINTS instructional model with a focus on mathematics and science

	Funding Source
	One-time State Appropriation

	Grant Type
	One-year School-wide implementation grants

	Applicants
	Missouri school districts and charter LEAs

	Eligibility Requirements
	Districts and Charter LEAs may submit only one METS application

(Elementary, Middle, or High)

	Program Appropriation 
	$2.9 million [appropriation request]

	Funds Distribution
	Funds are distributed across four geographic areas: 
NE, NW, SE, SW

	Maximum Grant

Award Amounts
	· Elementary: $184,000

· Middle: $282,000

· High: $282,000

	Expected Number

of Grant Awards
	At least 12 eMINTS grants – one Elementary, one Middle, and one High School grant in each quadrant

	Grant Expenditures
	One-year grants support eMINTS-required technology equipment and resources and Year 1 professional development costs.

	District Match Requirement
	Districts cover Year 2 professional development costs; districts must provide at least 30% of the overall costs to implement the two-year professional development project.

	Application 
Due Date
	March 31

	Submission Process
	Paper application (original plus two copies)

	Approval Notification
	Notification of approval status on/before May 31

	Begin – End Dates
	· Grant Period begins July 1 and ends the following June 30 

· Grant Project ends June 30 of second year of eMINTS implementation 

	Payment 
Revenue Code
	5364

	Payment Schedule
	District Reimbursement Request: up to 75% available August-May,  and Balance (based on Final Expenditure Report) in June 

	Reporting Requirements
	· Annual Mid-year Progress Report: January 31 each year

· Annual Program Evaluation Narrative: June 30 each year

· Final Evaluation Report: September 30 of second year of eMINTS implementation

	Program Contacts
	DESE Instructional Technology

Voice: 573-751-8247   Email:instrtech@dese.mo.gov

	
	eMINTS National Center

Voice: 573-884-7202   Email:emints-info@emints.org
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