Norwood High School is located in the rural town of Norwood, Missouri, approximately sixty miles southeast of Springfield, Missouri on Highway 60. The high school is grades nine through twelve, and with one K-8 feeder school, the student population is approximately one hundred and sixty students. The school also educates students who are placed at the Wright County Children’s Home, a temporary placement for children who are removed from their homes by the Missouri Division of Family Services. We are in our Emerging Year of Positive Behavior Support Training and Year Two of Professional Learning Communities through the Southwest Regional Professional Development Center in Springfield, Missouri. We are a designated Missouri A+ School, a state paid financial incentive to attend any public community college or career/technical school in Missouri if students successfully meet the program requirements. Our school has earned the Distinction in Performance award, which is awarded from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) in Missouri five times, and was awarded the US News World Report Bronze Award for Best High Schools in 2008.
 
“EVERY CHILD, EVERY DAY, WHATEVER IT TAKES” is the vision of our school. We consider it a wonderful opportunity and challenge to educate each and every child that walks through our doors. We believe this vision has set the foundation of our success as a school. Once we developed this vision and made decisions based on this vision, we started to notice a difference in students, staff, and our community. By examining the data and taking all excuses away, the faculty was able to target the areas where adjustments in instruction were needed. Our teachers understand the importance of building strong relationships with students, and we have seen results of this in positive change in our data and the culture of our school. We believe that students, teachers, and all stakeholders are life-long learners.
 
Norwood High School students now realize that failure is not an option. We provide a variety of differentiated instruction in our classrooms to insure that all students learn and experience success. We also provide special education services, at-risk programs, credit recovery, tutoring programs, vocational rehabilitation program, (SAE & SBE) Supervised Agricultural & Business Experiences, an advisory program, (RTI) Response to Intervention, student support teams, and an alternative school onsite.  Our teachers have ownership in our students, school, and our curriculum. The teachers write the curriculum and since they implement the curriculum, they assume great responsibility ensuring that all our students’ needs are met and that students experience success. High expectations, strong relationships, differentiated instruction, and doing whatever it takes every day for every child is what makes our school what it is today.
 
Our scores on the state achievement tests have continually improved over the past few years although sixty percent of our students receive free and reduced lunches. We are excited that our graduation rate averages over the last five years a 96% with the state average being 85%.  According to DESE, the percentage of our students that took the ACT, scoring at or above the national average, improved from 19% in 2005 to 50% last year.  As a small, rural school we are exceeding state and national averages in ACT, state tests, and graduation rates. Our students are receiving a quality education that many people thought at one time was impossible for a small, rural, school.
 
Our shared commitment of educating one hundred percent of our children is the focus of our school. Our staff truly loves children and does whatever it takes to insure success for all.   We value our school, community, parents, and students. We believe that all students can learn and as the sign in our main hallway states “Through these halls walk the finest people in the world…our students and our staff.” We are establishing and setting a tradition for all our students to experience success in school and throughout their lives. 

