Quietly nestled at the foot of the hills, at the head of the alluvial valley where once rolled the mighty “Father of Waters”, in a land of wheat, beans, and corn; where huge pumpkins burst their shells; where sweet juicy watermelons grow; where gentle breezes from the west bring perfumed odors from the blooming clover; where wild bees hum and summer flowers are fair; and girls and boys group up in love with nature and knowledge, ambitions to do their part in making the world a better place to live in; in a shaded nook and quiet glen, you will find the dear old town of Oran.”  This is how the “Oranite” the 1921 yearbook described the town in which the Oran R-3 School is located.  The high school building was originally built in 1925, and this building stood for 63 years before making way for the new high school in 1988.  The campus took on a new look in 2008 when a new junior high and elementary building were built that joining the campus under one roof.
 Like most small towns, the school is the central hub for everyone in the community.  We have two trailer manufactures and a gas company which employ most of our citizens with the rest being a farming community.  The community is very supportive and has contributed to create a safe, positive and learning environment.  Whether it is supporting our numerous clubs, activities or athletic teams, the community always comes through when called upon.  This support was displayed during the recent bond passage to build the Jr. high/elementary buildings by passing the issue at an impressive 82%.  The community/paternal involvement over the years also contributed in our successful K-12.
Oran High School has 180 students in grades 7-12.  We employ 15 full-time and 8 part-time teachers and administrators, which results in a 12-1 student ratio.  Our class sizes are relatively low which makes the one-on-one learning experience available to most students.  Most of our faculty and staff commute from Cape Girardeau and Sikeston.  I believe the strengths of our faculty can be attributed to hard work, dedication and the mind-set that nothing is unobtainable, including No Child Left Behind.  We offer a rigorous curriculum, a vocational technical school, and dual-credit college courses.  We have a 40% free and reduced lunch population.  This trend has risen over the past few years making it more challenging for the school district to succeed and maintain the status of distinction in performance.  One of the main goals of the Oran R-3 School district is to make productive citizens of all of our students, no matter what obstacles our students may face.  I believe this is achieved by the community, staff, students, and administration working together toward the same vision in order to reach common goals.
We believe that not only can a student succeed in the class room, they can be successful on the athletic field as well.  Our baseball team has been to the final four seven times over the last 12 years and we have won several district basketball championships over the last decade.  The girls’ softball team has won two district titles while being in existence for only three years.  The girls’ basketball team has finished second in district competition the past two seasons.  Our boys and girls track and field teams continue to send state participants every year.  The volleyball team has progressed through the seasons and has earned second place in conference competition for two years.  The Oran Eagles have definitely proved that success will spill over from the classroom to the fields.
Our mission statement reads:  The mission of the Oran R-3 School District is to provide students a caring education in partnership with families and community.  The District will graduate educationally prepared, productive, morally responsible individuals.  I believe this says it all.  The school is built on the working relationship of the district and community and truly is a place where teachers strive each day to help “Eagles Learn to Fly.”
