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DESE Front Line number:  573-751-4212 
 
DESE contact information on the web:  dese.mo.gov/contactus.html 
 
Topic Directory:  dese.mo.gov/documents/directory.pdf 
 
 
Office of Adult Learning & Rehabilitation Services: 
Telephone:   573.751.3251 
Fax:    573.751.1441 
Email:  info@vr.dese.mo.gov 

Assistant Commissioner:  Jeanne Loyd 
Executive Assistant:  Patsy Helmig 
 
 GED:   573.751.3504 

Office of College and Career Readiness 
Telephone: 573.751.2660 
Fax:  573.526.4261 
Email:  occr@dese.mo.gov 

Assistant Commissioner:  Sharon Hoge 
Executive Assistant:  Teri Longley 
 
 Assessment:    573.751.3545 
 Curriculum:      573.751.4383 
 Career Education:   573.751.3500 
 
Commissioner’s Office 
Telephone:   573.751.4446 or 573.751.3563 
Fax:  573.751.1179 
Email:  commissioner@dese.mo.gov 

Commissioner of Education:  Chris L. Nicastro 
Executive Assistant to the Commissioner:  Kelli Dickey 

Chief of Staff:  Robin Coffman 
Executive Assistant:  Robin Barbour 
 
Communications Office 
Telephone: 573.751.3469 
Fax:  573.751.8613 
Email:  communications@dese.mo.gov 

Communications Coordinator:  Michele Clark 
Administrative Assistant:  Dana Keilholz 
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Office of Data System Management 
Telephone:   573.522.3207 
Fax:    573.751.9438 
Email:  dsm@dese.mo.gov 

Assistant Commissioner:  Leigh Ann Grant Engle 
Executive Assistant:  Barb LePage 
 
 Missouri Comprehensive Data System:  573.522.3207 

MOSIS:      573.751.8271 
School/Core Data:     573.526.5287 
  

Office of Early and Extended Learning 
Telephone:   573.751.4234 
Fax:    573.751.9434 
Email:  eel@dese.mo.gov 

Assistant Commissioner:  Kathy Thornburg 
Executive Assistant:  Jackie Wieberg 
 
 Early Learning:   573.751.2095 
 Extended Learning:    573.522.2627 
 
Office of Educator Quality 
Telephone:   573.751.2931 
Fax:    573.526.3580 
Email:  educatorquality@dese.mo.gov 

Assistant Commissioner:  Karla Eslinger 
Executive Assistant:  Tammy Allee 
 
 Certification:     573.751.0051 
 Conduct and Investigation:   573.522.8315 
 Educator Preparation:    573.751.0371 
 
Division of Financial and Administrative Services 
Telephone:         573.751.2587 
Fax:    573.751.1179 
Email:  deputycommfinancial@dese.mo.gov 

Deputy Commissioner of Education:  Ronald Lankford 
Executive Assistant:  Denise Roach 
 

School Finance:   573.751.0357 
School Food Services:  573.751.3526 
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Governmental Affairs and General Counsel 
Telephone:   573.751.3527 
Fax:    573.522.4881 
Email:  counsel@dese.mo.gov 

General Counsel:  Mark Van Zandt 
Legal Assistant:  Shelley Kiesling 
 
Office of Quality Schools 
Telephone: 573.751.4234 
Fax:  573.751.9434 
Email:  qualityschools@dese.mo.gov 

Assistant Commissioner:  Margie Vandeven 
Executive Assistant:  Jackie Wieberg 
 
 Educational Support Services, Virtual Schools, Charter Schools, etc:   573.751.2453 

Federal Programs, Grants and Resources:      573.526.3232 
 School Improvement:         573.751.4426 
 
Office of Special Education 
Telephone:   573.751.5739 
Fax:    573.526.4404 
Email:  specialeducation@dese.mo.gov. 
Assistant Commissioner:  Stephen Barr 
Executive Assistant:  Lina Browner 
 
 Compliance:        573.751.0699 

Missouri School for the Deaf:      573.592.4000 
 Missouri School for the Blind:      314.776.4320 
 Missouri Schools for Severely Disabled:  573.751.4427 
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